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2008 U.S. – Russia Experts Forum on Transnational Crime
Program Overview
The U.S.-Russia Experts Forum (Forum) is a program of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the United States Department of State, implemented by IREX (International Research & Exchanges Board). 
The primary goals of the Forum are: to foster dialogue between U.S. and Russian experts on policy issues affecting the relationship between the two nations; to develop a public policy community of U.S. and Russian experts who share common goals and experiences; to develop the Russian capacity to inject ideas into policy making processes, and into public dialogue on policy issues; and to enable Russian institutions to transform research findings into usable policy recommendations. 
The Forum equips high level experts from both nations with the necessary tools for collaborating on policy briefs at U.S. think tanks, governmental agencies, and research centers, which will ultimately culminate in the development of policy recommendations and conclusions and establish long-standing bilateral partnerships. 

Participation in the Forum provides U.S. and Russian experts with the means to conduct intensive dialogue and collaborative research on one unifying policy theme utilizing a multi-disciplinary approach. This year’s Forum will focus on the topic of transnational crime. Research subtopics may include: cyber crime; law enforcement cooperation; nuclear material security; organized crime; terrorism; and trafficking of drugs and human beings.

Program Timeline

November 2007:     
 
Participant selection

March 2008:

Pre-departure consultation meeting and visa interviews

Arrival of participants in U.S. for opening workshop in Washington, D.C.
May 2008:

Closing workshop in Washington, D.C.
September 2008:
Final Conference in Moscow
Technical Eligibility Requirements

Candidates will be considered without respect to race, color, religion, national origin, or gender. Persons with disabilities are strongly encouraged to apply.  The Forum is merit-based and open to:

· Citizens or nationals qualified to hold a valid passport issued by the United States for the U.S. representatives, and citizens or nationals qualified to hold a valid passport issued by the Russia Federation for the Russian representatives;
· Individuals who submit a complete application with all required documents by the application deadline; and

· Individuals who are competent in spoken and written English at the time of application.

Individuals in the following circumstances are NOT eligible for the U.S.-Russia Experts Forum:

· Individuals currently residing or working outside of their country of citizenship;

· Local employees of the U.S. missions abroad who work for the U.S. Department of State are ineligible for grants during the period of their employment and for one year following the termination of employment;

· Immediate families (i.e. spouses and dependent children) of U.S. Department of State employees for a period of one year following the termination of such employment.  This provision does not disqualify self-supporting members of families who live apart from their parents; 
· Persons arrested for, charged with, or convicted of a crime (excluding minor traffic violations); or

· Current IREX employees and consultants and their immediate family members (spouses, parents, children, and siblings). 
Grant Provisions

Russian experts will be provided with the following for their U.S. stay:
· J-1 visa;
· Roundtrip travel;
· Daily allowance for meals and incidentals;

· Short-term furnished housing; 
· Accident and sickness coverage; and

· Access to a computer with e-mail and Internet, and work space at their U.S. host institution.
Selection Criteria

Applications will be evaluated based upon the following criteria (not in order of importance):

· Recognized and respected professional excellence; 

· Potential to influence policy in target focus area;
· Strong publication record;
· Adequate English language skills; 
· Ability to design and articulate appropriate Forum objectives; and
· Potential for developing long-term linkages between U.S. and Russian institutions.
Application Requirements

To be considered for participation in the Forum, candidates must complete and submit the required application packet. A complete application packet will include:

· The attached application form (in English);

· A resume listing all prior positions and responsibilities, educational experience, awards and memberships (in English);

· A complete list of your publications (in English); 

· A copy of one of your recent publications (in English or Russian); and

· Statements in response to questions # 11 and # 12 of the application form. 

As this program requires substantial independent research and collaborative work with U.S. colleagues, candidates will be expected to possess sufficient English language skills to successfully complete all aspects of the program.

Please submit application packets to: 

IREX/Moscow

U.S.-Russia Experts Forum

Khokhlovskii pereulok 13, building 1
109028 Moscow, Russia
Tel: (7-495) 234-01-44
npetrova@irex.ru
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Deadline:  5:00 PM, Friday, October 19, 2007 
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